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(BUBAL  KSADqyABTERS 
UHITED  STATE 3  ARMY  FORCES,  PACIFIC 
OFFICE  OF  TUT  TSiATEP.  JUDO  ,  ADVOCATE 
WAR  CWK-3  BRAflCH 


»  *  APO  500 

*  12  November  1946 

WDiOEAMJOM  TOj  Prosecution  Section  (Report  Ho.  99) 

THRU  :  Executive  Officer,  '%a>  Crimea  Branch 

SUBJECT  t  Cabanatuon  (Tanaka  Phaee)  September  1942  to  May  1948. 


There  la  no  evidence  in  the  record  to  the  effect  that  General 
TAliAXA  was  in  eupreme  command  in  the  Philippine  Islands  during  the  period 
covered  by  thie  report.  However,  the  Prosecution  Seotion  advisee  that  the 
following  four  Japanese  generals  were  supreme  commanders  in  the  Philippine 
Islands  for  the  periods  set  out  opposite  their  names! 

General  HOMKA  Kay  1942  to  August  1942 

General  TAKUiA  September  1942  to  Kay  1943 

General  2UR0DA  June  1943  to  October  1944 


General  TAMASHITA  October  1944  to  the  end  of  the  war 


For  ^e  purpose  of  convenience  the  report  of  investigation  cov- 
,'jftfJK^Cabanatuan  Prison  Camps  has  bean  divided  into  four  parts;  each  one 
covering  the  respective  period  during  which  one  of  the  above  generals  was 
in  command  in  the  Philippine  Islands.  This  report  covers  only  the  period 
^942  *°  ^  1943  (The  ^mialca  Phase). 

1  1  It  would  serve  no  ueoful  purpose  to  summarise  every  offense 

committed  by  the  Japanese  during  the  period  of  this  report,  but  the  follow¬ 
ing  are  typical  examples  and  give  a  complete  picture  of  conditions  at 
Cabana tuan  Prison  Camps! 

^  Living  conditions  were  poor,  and  sanitary  facilities  inad- 
equatey  Hie  roofs  were  wooden  frames  covered  with  nlpa  grass  with  a  strip 
‘'of  tin  along  the  peak.  Storms  blew  holes  in  the  roof  and  the  Mpa  rotted, 
>4,but  no*\Supplles  were  provided  for  making  repairs.  Seven  men  were  crowded 
into  comartments  7  x  10  feet*  in  which  they  slept  on  tiers  of  bamboo  plat- 
orms„3ome  without  any  blanket.  Ho  clothing  was  provided,  and  any  extra 


Medical  supplies  were  lacking  entirely  or  provided  in  such 
small  amounts  as  to  be  of  no  value.  There  was  enough  quinine  to  treat  only 
about  ten  per  cent  of  the  patients  needing  it.  Supplies  of  antiseptics 
were  inadequate  and  there  were  very  little  sulpha  drugs  (R  1*  79).  While 
the  prisoner  hospital  patients  were  forced  to  sleep  on  shelves  of  bamboo 
poles,  the  Japanese  hospital  patients  had  hospital  beds  with  inner  spring 
mattresses,  linen,  blankets,  and  mooquito  bars  (R  179,  18C)i  While  prison¬ 
ers  were  dying  because  of  lack  of  medicine  (R  134,  140,  175,  171),  the  Jap¬ 
anese  refused  to  release  adqquate  supplies  of  adrenalin,  although  there  was 
sufficient  to  meet  both,  their  needs,  and  those  of  the  prisoners.  Medical 

supplies  from  the  Bripsholm  were  unloaded  by  prisoners  and  taken  to  the 
Japanese  warehouse  where  large  oupplles  of  aspirin,  sulpha  drugs,  organic 
iodine,  emetine,  bandages,  cotton,  and  adhesive  tape  were  seen  by  the  pris¬ 
oners.  Bit  despite  this  vast  supply,  the  Japanese  refused  to  release  ad¬ 
equate  amounts  for  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners. (ft  180). 
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Though  the  prisoners  were  so  weakened  hy  malnutrition  and 


-'Inadequate  medical  treatment  that  thev  were  physically  unable  to  perform 
ordinary  labor,  they  were  forced  to  do  heavy  work  and  boaten  If  they  col¬ 
lapsed  (R  30,  132). 


Prisoners  of  war  were  forced  to  work  on  military  installa¬ 
tions  such  ap  building  runways  and  digging  foxholes  (R  60,  84). 


The  prisoners  were  also  forced  to  submit  to  medical  exper¬ 
iments  at  the  hands  of  Dr.  NOGI  (R  184). 


In  November  1942  American  prisoners  of  war  were  loaded  Into 
steel  freight  cars,  one  hundred  and  fifty  t*  a  car,  at  Capas,  Tarlac,  and 
transported  to  Cabanatuan  Prison  Camps.  The  cars  were  so  crowded  that  the 
men  could  not  sleep  or  lie  down;  the  only  way  they  could  rest  was  for  half 
of  the  car  to  kneel  at  a  time.  The  men  were  kept  in  the  cars  In  this  way 
during  the  entire  trip  whic*  lasted  fifteen  hours.  No  latrine  facilities 
whatever  were  provldod  (R  175,  176). 

In  order  to  prevent  attempted  escape  by  the  prisoners,  the 
Japanese  forced  them  to  sign  pledges  not  to  escape  (R  108;.  The  squad 

system  of  punishment  was  employed  (R  17,  18,  21,  108,  128).  Under  this  sys¬ 

tem  the  prisoners  were  divided  Into  squads  of  ten.  The  Japanese  announced 
that  if  any  prisoner  escaped  and  was  not  apprehended,  the  remaining  men  in 

his  squad  would  be  executed.  If  he  were  apprehended,  he  would  be  executed 

(R  108). 

There  were  innumerable  beatings  and  tortures  for  minor  mis¬ 
takes  or  infractions  of  the  rules  (R  25,  41,  69,  76).  A  prisoner  who  join¬ 
ed  the  wrong  group  at  the  noon  bell  was  slappod  on  the  face  with  a  bamboo 
stick  and  then  twenty-six  American  prisoners  were  forced  to  pase  by  the 
prisoner  and  slap  him  in  the  face.  Many  of  the  blows  were  not  sufficient¬ 
ly  hard  to  satisfy  the  Japanese  guard  who  was  supervising  the  procedure, 
and  he  required  the  slapping  to  be  repeated  after  first  having  demonstrated 
how  it  should  be  done  (R  44;.  At  other  times  the  prisoners  were  paired  off 
and  forced  to  elap  each  other  (R  15,  30,  33). 

At  least  four  prisoners  of  war  were  executed  for  attempted 
escape  (R  4,  5,  119,  155).  Lt.  Colonel  K.E. C.  EnEITliNO,  Lt.  Colonel  BIGGS 
and  Lt.  GILBERT  had  attempted  to  escapo.  A  Japanese  who  was  jiu  Jitsu  ex¬ 
port  threw  the  prisoners  into  the  air  and  on  to  the  ground,  kicked  them, 
beat  them  with  a  club,  and  otherwise  badly  mistreated  them  for  an  hour  and 
a  half.  A  Japanese  Lt.  also  beat  these  men  with  his  hands,  an  iron  pipo, 
arid  an  encased  saber.  After  the  beating,  Lt.  Colonel  BREITUNG  had  one  eye 
hanging  out  on  his  cheek,  one  ear  was  almost  t^rn  off;  his  jaw  was  broken 
ir.  several  places,  and  his  arms  and  legs  appeared  useless.  Following  the 
beating  these  officers  were  tied  to  fence  posts  along  the  road  and  left 
there  overnight  during  a  typhoon.  All  Filipinos  and  Japanese  who  passed 
by  were  required  to  beat  them.  The  next  morning  the  three  prisoners  were 
taken  away  in  a  truck  with  an  execution  squad  of  eight  Japanese  soldiere 
and  four  Japanese  equipped  with  picks  and  shovels.  Shortly  thereafter 
shots  were  heard  and  the  Japanese  later  returned  without  the  prisoners. 

The  Japanese  Lieutenant  boasted  that  he  had  beheaded  Lt.  Colonel  BIGGS  and 
''ad  the  other  two  shot  (R  5).  The  Commanding  Officer  at  the  camp  issued  a 
certificate  of  execution  of  the  three  men  (R  4,  5,  117). 

Also  three  Filipino  prisoners  of  wear  were  beheaded  for  alleg¬ 
ed  attempted  escape  (R  149).  Many  other  prisoners  were  executed  on  the 
charge  of  attempted  escape,  although  there  was  no  evidence  of  any  such  at¬ 
tempt  (R  102,  104,  106,  107,  132,  152,  153).  Filipinos  threw  food  to  the 
prisoners,  and  when  one  of  the  Americans  reached  over  to  get  the  food,  he 
anc\  three  others  with  whom  he  shared  it  wero  shot  (R  102).  Four  other 
prisoners,  accused  of  attempting  to  escape,  were  led  through  the  camp  with 
their  hands  tied  behind  their  back.  The  rest  of  the  prisoners  were  called 
out  to  witness  the  execution.  The  four  prisoners  were  made  to  kneel  at  the 
edge  of  a  trench  and  the  Japaiiese  shot  tvem  and  buried  them  in  the  %rench 
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(H  106,  167).  Ab  a  further  deterrent  to  escape,  the  beaten  and  mutilated 
boshes  of  thoee  who  had  attempted  to  oecape  wore  placed  on  display.  The 
fibiy  of  one  of  these  prisoners  ehowod  eevere  boating  and  torture.  There 
were  compound  fractures  of  his  left  arm  and  leg,  a  bullet  hole  in  his  chest, 
And  one  eye  had  been  gouged  out.  The  body  was  terribly  mangled  ar.d  had  a 
horrible  bayonet  wound  extending  from  the  left  thigh  up  into  the  BOlar  plexus 
jfhe  ribs  were  broken  and  the  faca  was  mashed  in,  apparently  by  rifle  butte 

(R  11SHL55). 

louring  the  period  covered  by  this  report  or.e  thousand  and 
sixty-six  priBonerb  of  war  died  (It  87). 

A  town  near  Cabanatuan  Prieon  Camp  was  raided  and  burned  by 
the  Japanese  who  returned  exhibiting  heads  of  Filicinos  stuck  on  the  ends 
of  bamboo  poles  (R  161,  164,  166,  167). 
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